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Traditional religious history preserves a rarely acknowledged secret that Christianity developed from at least
three ancient roots: a Western structural root derived from Mediterranean Greek culture, an Eastern spiritual
root from Anatolia and Persia, and a literary Jewish historical root, which masked the other roots and
supported the idea that Christians had taken the place of Jews in relationship with God by entering a new
covenant with Jesus. Each root contributed something special to the development of Christianity as follows: •
Supported by pagan iconography and rhetoric, the Western root imprinted Christianity with Greek spirit in a
Hellenistic universe. • The Eastern root filled the Greek construct with magic, focused humanity on a divine
mission, and infused popular reverence for goddesses into Christian beliefs about the Virgin Mary. • The
literary Jewish root played two contradictory roles: Jewish scripture served as the reliable witness that
proved Jesus to be both God and savior; and double-edged moral lessons in the Old Testament explained
catastrophic events in the first century A.D. as divine judgment against Jews, supporting beliefs by early
pagan converts to Christianity that Romans were good, Jews were bad, and God abandoned Jews for
treacherously murdering Jesus. Two thousand years ago, Mediterranean cults included practices and beliefs
that modern Christians associate exclusively with Christianity. People worshipped divine mothers who gave
birth to dying and resurrecting gods on December 25. Saviors miraculously healed faithful followers and
guided them to lead moral lives. Some cults baptized their followers, some passed their sins and inner
demons to pigs, and some waited for a complete destruction of evil during the imminent End of Days. Then,
as now, people argued whether the end would come by fire or water and whether many or few souls would
be saved. Numerous symbols and beliefs associated in modern times with Christianity already existed in pre-
Christian Hellenistic cults: Madonna and child images, angels, God the Father, the cross as a symbol of life
after death, and the gift of eternal life through the shedding of immortal blood. On temple walls, wise men
offered gifts of incense and gold to newborn gods; and merciful mothers granted salvation to the poor in
spirit who confessed, repented, and begged forgiveness for their sins. However, Jews generally rejected all
these practices, symbols, and beliefs. Some Jews believed in physical resurrection, and some did not. Some
believed in eternal life, and some did not. For most Jews, however, a righteous life required the following of
God’s laws. If a Jew sinned against another man, no automatic forgiveness from God was possible.
Forgiveness required acknowledgement of wrongdoing, restitution, and then forgiveness from the wronged
party. Applying Jewish ethics to problems at the Jerusalem Temple meant recognizing the corruption within
the priesthood, refusing to tolerate the evil rule of Rome, and giving one’s life if necessary to precipitate the
Kingdom of God. Just as God always had responded to the prayers of suffering Jews in the Bible, he would
do so again. Soon he would send a messiah to deliver Jerusalem from the evil power of Rome and to cleanse
Judea from the polluting practices of pagan cults. Drawing from both visible and secret roots, Christians
freed themselves from paying for salvation from mystery cults while preserving the ability to worship a
virgin-born hero with all the trappings of a pagan solar deity. This book explores the roots of Christianity in
seven parts. The first three parts provide an overview of religious beliefs, practices, and iconography in the
ancient Greek world that influenced Western culture and religion. The fourth, fifth, and sixth parts describe
how the West developed under Roman influence. Then the seventh part focuses on the life of Jesus and the
emergence of Christian cults in the first century A.D.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

The book The Secret Roots of Christianity: Decoding Religious History with Symbols on Ancient Coins can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing
like a book The Secret Roots of Christianity: Decoding Religious History with Symbols on Ancient Coins?
Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Secret Roots of Christianity: Decoding
Religious History with Symbols on Ancient Coins has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Martha Doughty:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Secret Roots of Christianity: Decoding Religious
History with Symbols on Ancient Coins as your daily resource information.

Robert Thomas:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Secret Roots of Christianity:
Decoding Religious History with Symbols on Ancient Coins can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Rebecca Moreno:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but in addition novel and The Secret Roots of Christianity: Decoding Religious
History with Symbols on Ancient Coins as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Secret Roots of Christianity: Decoding
Religious History with Symbols on Ancient Coins to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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