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Stephanie J. Shaw takes us into the inner world of American black professional women during the Jim Crow
era. This is a story of struggle and empowerment, of the strength of a group of women who worked against
daunting odds to improve the world for themselves and their people. Shaw's remarkable research into the
lives of social workers, librarians, nurses, and teachers from the 1870s through the 1950s allows us to hear
these women's voices for the first time. The women tell us, in their own words, about their families, their
values, their expectations. We learn of the forces and factors that made them exceptional, and of the choices
and commitments that made them leaders in their communities.

What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do brings to life a world in which African-American families,
communities, and schools worked to encourage the self-confidence, individual initiative, and social
responsibility of girls. Shaw shows us how, in a society that denied black women full professional status,
these girls embraced and in turn defined an ideal of "socially responsible individualism" that balanced
private and public sphere responsibilities. A collective portrait of character shaped in the toughest
circumstances, this book is more than a study of the socialization of these women as children and the
organization of their work as adults. It is also a study of leadership—of how African American communities
gave their daughters the power to succeed in and change a hostile world.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Burke:

This What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers during the Jim Crow Era
(Women in Culture and Society) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific
What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers during the Jim Crow Era
(Women in Culture and Society) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional
Women Workers during the Jim Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) can bring any time you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers during
the Jim Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

William Holt:

The event that you get from What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers
during the Jim Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers during
the Jim Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women
Workers during the Jim Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) instantly.

Kimberly Smith:

The book What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers during the Jim Crow
Era (Women in Culture and Society) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers
during the Jim Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ora Orozco:

The publication untitled What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers during



the Jim Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the
book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get
the e-book of What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do: Black Professional Women Workers during the Jim
Crow Era (Women in Culture and Society) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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