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A colonial settlement was established in the middle of Cape Ann in the late 1600's in woodlots and cleared
land known as the Commons. Some say people settled there as protection from pirates and enemy Indians.
Others say it was because the land was free. Commoners earned their living as farmers, weavers, shepherds,
and fishermen. The settlement doubled in size to about fifty families by the mid 1700’s. But then, unlike
most places that continued to grow to the present day, the population began to decline. With the emergence
of coastal industries like fishing, shipping, and trading, people moved back to the harbor. The houses left
behind were rented and soon fell into disrepair. By the mid 1800's all of the houses in this part of Gloucester,
which became known as Dogtown, were torn down. Only the root cellars – today’s cellar holes – remained.
Combining maps, genealogy data, and oral history, THE CELLARS SPEAK offers new insight into the
spatial and social structure of Dogtown. It explains how the original settlement started and may have
developed in its early days, and how family trees “connect” the homes of parents to those of their children
forming social networks. These networks suggest the Commons and later Dogtown were not unlike the rest
of town, in fact, not all that different from today’s Gloucester, where as someone once joked, “everyone
knows everybody, and everyone is related.”
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book The Cellars Speak: The Old Cellars and What They
Tell Us About Dogtown and Its People seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide The Cellars Speak: The
Old Cellars and What They Tell Us About Dogtown and Its People is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Cellars Speak: The Old Cellars and What
They Tell Us About Dogtown and Its People. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

David Betancourt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know what one you should start with. This The Cellars Speak: The Old Cellars and What They Tell Us
About Dogtown and Its People is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Judith Ellis:

Beside that The Cellars Speak: The Old Cellars and What They Tell Us About Dogtown and Its People in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Cellars Speak: The Old Cellars and What They
Tell Us About Dogtown and Its People because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Allison Lyon:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book The
Cellars Speak: The Old Cellars and What They Tell Us About Dogtown and Its People. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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