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Shaped by the increasing commercialization of economic relations, the social agitation of the agricultural and
artisan classes, and the growing formalization of status consciousness, the cultural landscape of late medieval
England was fertile territory for the representation of work. In The Voice of the Hammer, Nicola
Masciandaro examines the Middle English lexicon, accounts of the history of work, and the poetry of
Geoffrey Chaucer to reveal that late medieval society understood work as a distinct and problematical field
of experience, and that concerns over the relation of work to life were as pressing then as now.
 
"This book deals with questions that historians of late medieval labour scarcely dare to ask—what is the
meaning of the words werk, swink, and craft? How did people in the fourteenth century conceptualize and
value work? Much superficial speculation about whether people regarded work as punishing or virtuous can
be set aside, as Nicola Masciandaro has applied his formidable learning to supply a nuanced and
authoritative analysis of the thinking of such writers as Chaucer and Gower. Anyone enquiring into late
medieval attitudes to labour must now take account of this important book." —Christopher Dyer,
University of Leicester
 
"In The Voice of the Hammer, Nicola Masciandaro engagingly presents a large issue with elegance and
capaciousness. His subtle and significant readings of all of the works he addresses support the ingenious
topics and important ideas he has highlighted in the broad field of late medieval ideas of labor, at once so
central to the concerns of later Middle English poetry and so widely disseminated in the culture from which
that arose." —Andrew Galloway, Cornell University
 
"Nicola Masciandaro shows us a contested and complex Middle English set of attitudes towards work,
incorporating ideas about nature, humanity's place in the world, and the relation of the present to a simpler
past. He gives an intriguing account of the multiple meanings of work in English and shows that texts often
regarded as denunciations of workers or of technical progress are more interesting statements about the
ambiguity of humanity's control over the world and subjugation to its laws. The result is an important and
perceptive contribution to the history of medieval social thought." —Paul Freedman, Chester D. Tripp
Professor of History, Yale University
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From reader reviews:

Derek Winter:

The book The Voice of the Hammer: The Meaning of Work in Middle English Literature can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
The Voice of the Hammer: The Meaning of Work in Middle English Literature? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Voice of the Hammer: The Meaning of Work in Middle
English Literature has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lea Wheeler:

The knowledge that you get from The Voice of the Hammer: The Meaning of Work in Middle English
Literature could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Voice of the Hammer:
The Meaning of Work in Middle English Literature giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this specific The Voice of the Hammer: The Meaning of Work in Middle English Literature
instantly.

Mary Chapa:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them
is this The Voice of the Hammer: The Meaning of Work in Middle English Literature.

Charles Steen:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Voice of the Hammer: The Meaning of
Work in Middle English Literature can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these



ebooks have than the others?
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