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The Tales of the Heike is one of the most influential works in Japanese literature and culture, remaining even
today a crucial source for fiction, drama, and popular media. Originally written in the mid-thirteenth century,
it features a cast of vivid characters and chronicles the epic Genpei war, a civil conflict that marked the end
of the power of the Heike and changed the course of Japanese history. The Tales of the Heike focuses on the
lives of both the samurai warriors who fought for two powerful twelfth-century Japanese clans-the Heike
(Taira) and the Genji (Minamoto)-and the women with whom they were intimately connected.

The Tales of the Heike provides a dramatic window onto the emerging world of the medieval samurai and
recounts in absorbing detail the chaos of the battlefield, the intrigue of the imperial court, and the gradual
loss of a courtly tradition. The book is also highly religious and Buddhist in its orientation, taking up such
issues as impermanence, karmic retribution, attachment, and renunciation, which dominated the Japanese
imagination in the medieval period.

In this new, abridged translation, Burton Watson offers a gripping rendering of the work's most memorable
episodes. Particular to this translation are the introduction by Haruo Shirane, the woodblock illustrations, a
glossary of characters, and an extended bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Sheldon Downs:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Tales of the Heike (Translations from the
Asian Classics). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important any book The Tales of the Heike (Translations from the Asian Classics). You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Christina Mundell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The Tales of the Heike (Translations from the Asian Classics), you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a publication.

Maria Simmons:

The actual book The Tales of the Heike (Translations from the Asian Classics) has a lot of information on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Roberta Haile:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Tales of the Heike (Translations from the
Asian Classics) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the book The Tales of the Heike (Translations from the Asian Classics) can to be
your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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