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The History of British Birds reviews our knowledge of avifaunal history over the last 15,000 years, setting it
in its wider historical and European context. The authors, one an ornithologist, the other an archaeologist,
integrate a wealth of archaeological data to illuminate and enliven the story, indicating the extent to which
climatic, agricultural, and social changes have affected the avifauna. They discuss its present balance, as well
as predicting possible future changes.

It is a popular misconception that bird bones are rarely preserved (compared with mammals), and cannot be
reliably identified when they are found. The book explores both these contentions, armed with a database of
9,000 records of birds that have been identified on archaeolgical sites. Most are in England, but sites
elsewhere in Great Britian, Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Isles are included.

Britain's most numerous bird is also the most widespread in the archaeological record, but some of the more
charismatic species also have a rich historical pedigree. For example, we can say quite a lot about the history
of the Crane, Red Kite, White-tailed Eagle and great Auk. The history of many introduced domestic species
can also be illuminated. Even so, there remain uncertainties, posed by difficulties of dating or identification,
the vagaries of the archaeological record or the ecological specialities of the birds themselves. These issues
are highlighted, thus posing research questions for others to answer.

And the commonest British bird, then and now? Buy the book and read on...
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The History of British Birds (Oxford Ornithology)
has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book The History of British Birds (Oxford Ornithology) is not only
giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book The History of
British Birds (Oxford Ornithology). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rafael Rainey:

Typically the book The History of British Birds (Oxford Ornithology) has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after scanning this book.

Bruce Hensley:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The History of British Birds (Oxford Ornithology) can
be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Sylvia Ferland:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This The History of British Birds (Oxford Ornithology) can give you a
lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The History of British Birds (Oxford
Ornithology).
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