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Griffins, Centaurs, Cyclopes, and Giants--these fabulous creatures of classical mythology continue to live in
the modern imagination through the vivid accounts that have come down to us from the ancient Greeks and
Romans. But what if these beings were more than merely fictions? What if monstrous creatures once roamed
the earth in the very places where their legends first arose? This is the arresting and original thesis that
Adrienne Mayor explores in The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful research and meticulous
documentation, she convincingly shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did have a basis in
fact--in the enormous bones of long-extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks and
Romans.

As Mayor shows, the Greeks and Romans were well aware that a different breed of creatures once inhabited
their lands. They frequently encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings, and they developed
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in mythological stories.
The legend of the gold-guarding griffin, for example, sprang from tales first told by Scythian gold-miners,
who, passing through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered the ground.

Like their modern counterparts, the ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive petrified
remains and displayed them in temples and museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance of these
prehistoric creatures and to explain their extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed and
perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of giant bone finds were actually based on solid paleontological facts.
By reading these neglected narratives for the first time in the light of modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne
Mayor illuminates a lost world of ancient paleontology. As Peter Dodson writes in his Foreword,
"Paleontologists, classicists, and historians as well as natural history buffs will read this book with the
greatest of delight--surprises abound."
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

The particular book The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Curtis Russell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek
and Roman Times. giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Winnie Logan:

The book untitled The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

Marquita Oswald:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The First Fossil Hunters:
Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman
Times. to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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