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Drawing on newly-opened Soviet archives, especially the letters of complaint and petition with which
peasants deluged the Soviet authorities in the 1930s, Stalin's Peasants analyzes peasants' strategies of
resistance and survival in the new world of the collectivized village.
Stalin's Peasants is a story of struggle between transformationally-minded Communists and traditionally-
minded peasants over the terms of collectivization--a struggle of opposing practices, not a struggle in which
either side clearly articulated its position. But it is also a story about the impact of collectivization on the
internal social relations and culture of the village, exploring questions of authority and leadership, feuds,
denunciations, rumors, and changes in religious observance. For the first time, it is possible to see the real
people behind the facade of the "Potemkin village" created by Soviet propagandists. In the Potemkin village,
happy peasants clustered around a kolkhoz (collective farm) tractor, praising Stalin and promising to produce
more grain as a patriotic duty. In the real Russian village of the 1930s, as we learn from Soviet political
police reports, sullen and hungry peasants described collectivization as a "second serfdom," cursed all
Communists, and blamed Stalin personally for their plight.
Sheila Fitzpatrick's work is truly a landmark in studies of the Stalinist period--a richly-documented social
history told from the traumatic experiences of the long-suffering underclass of peasants. Anyone interested in
Soviet and Russian history, peasant studies, or social history will appreciate this major contribution to our
understanding of life in Stalin's Russia.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Adams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you who
want to start reading any book, we give you that Stalin's Peasants: Resistance and Survival in the Russian
Village after Collectivization book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Kevin Primeaux:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stalin's Peasants: Resistance and
Survival in the Russian Village after Collectivization can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Marie Avis:

You may get this Stalin's Peasants: Resistance and Survival in the Russian Village after Collectivization by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Ann McLemore:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Stalin's Peasants: Resistance and Survival in
the Russian Village after Collectivization as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Stalin's Peasants: Resistance and Survival in the
Russian Village after Collectivization to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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