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Passing Performances gathers a range of critical and biographical essays on notable personalities whose
major contributions to the stage occurred before 1969, the year of the Stonewall riots that kicked off the gay
rights movement in the United States. How these theater practitioners variously "passed"-- i.e., managed
unconventional sexual inclinations both on- and offstage--significantly determined the course of their
personal and professional lives and thus the course of U.S. theater history.
The actors, directors, producers, and agents examined here include Edwin Forrest, Charlotte Cushman, and
Adah Isaacs Menken, whose personal lives and careers traded on the same-sex erotics of "true love" in the
antebellum period; Elisabeth Marbury, Elsie de Wolfe, Elsie Janis, Nance O'Neil, and Alla Nazimova, whose
intimate female liaisons were variously interpreted around the turn of the century; the "lavender marriages"
of Alfred Lunt to Lynne Fontanne and Guthrie McClintic to Katharine Cornell; the lesbian collaborations of
Margaret Webster and Cheryl Crawford; the comic antics of Monty Woolley, which negotiated codified
constructions of homosexual perversion in the post-Freudian interwar years; and the on- and offstage
performances of Mary Martin and Joe Cino, which resisted the paranoid enforcements of heterosexual
normality in the McCarthy era. Central to these investigations are the complex connections of performances
of sexuality and gender and their different implications for men and women practitioners working under
pervasive sexism and homophobia.
The volume also includes striking archival photographs of the performers and their performances, and an
index to facilitate the cross-referencing of subjects' intersecting careers. Passing Performances will engage
both general and academic readers interested in theater, gay and lesbian history, American studies, and
biography.
Robert A. Schanke is Professor of Theatre and Chair of the Division of Fine Arts, Central College, Iowa.
Kim Marra is Associate Professor of Theatre Arts, University of Iowa.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Worm:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Passing Performances: Queer
Readings of Leading Players in American Theater History (Triangulations: Lesbian/Gay/Queer
Theater/Drama/Performance) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Homer Douglas:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Passing
Performances: Queer Readings of Leading Players in American Theater History (Triangulations:
Lesbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Passing Performances: Queer Readings of Leading Players
in American Theater History (Triangulations: Lesbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance)is the main
one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Paige Robinson:

The reserve with title Passing Performances: Queer Readings of Leading Players in American Theater
History (Triangulations: Lesbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance) posesses a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Blair Gant:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
Passing Performances: Queer Readings of Leading Players in American Theater History (Triangulations:
Lesbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely



be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Passing Performances: Queer
Readings of Leading Players in American Theater History (Triangulations: Lesbian/Gay/Queer
Theater/Drama/Performance). You can more desirable than now.
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