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The first half of the nineteenth century witnessed an extraordinary transformation in British political, literary,
and intellectual life. There was widespread social unrest, and debates raged regarding education, the lives of
the working class, and the new industrial, machine-governed world. At the same time, modern science
emerged in Europe in more or less its current form, as new disciplines and revolutionary concepts, including
evolution and the vastness of geologic time, began to take shape.        
           
In Visions of Science, James A. Secord offers a new way to capture this unique moment of change. He
explores seven key books—among them Charles Babbage’s Reflections on the Decline of Science, Charles
Lyell’s Principles ofGeology, Mary Somerville’s Connexion of the Physical Sciences, and Thomas Carlyle’s
Sartor Resartus—and shows how literature that reflects on the wider meaning of science can be revelatory
when granted the kind of close reading usually reserved for fiction and poetry. These books considered the
meanings of science and its place in modern life, looking to the future, coordinating and connecting the
sciences, and forging knowledge that would be appropriate for the new age. Their aim was often
philosophical, but Secord shows it was just as often imaginative, projective, and practical: to suggest not
only how to think about the natural world but also to indicate modes of action and potential consequences in
an era of unparalleled change.            
           
Visions of Science opens our eyes to how genteel ladies, working men, and the literary elite responded to
these remarkable works. It reveals the importance of understanding the physical qualities of books and the
key role of printers and publishers, from factories pouring out cheap compendia to fashionable publishing
houses in London’s West End. Secord’s vivid account takes us to the heart of an information revolution that
was to have profound consequences for the making of the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

James Gabriel:

Typically the book Visions of Science: Books and Readers at the Dawn of the Victorian Age will bring one
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Visions of Science: Books
and Readers at the Dawn of the Victorian Age is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Steven Deloatch:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Visions of Science: Books and Readers at the Dawn of the Victorian
Age can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Elsie Wallace:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Visions of Science: Books and Readers at the
Dawn of the Victorian Age can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Visions of Science: Books and Readers at the Dawn of the Victorian Age.

Kimberly Hutton:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Visions of Science: Books and Readers at the
Dawn of the Victorian Age to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book Visions of Science: Books and Readers at the Dawn of the Victorian
Age can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of that time.
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