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"From this century, in France, three names will remain: de Gaulle, Picasso, and Chanel."
—André Malraux

Coco Chanel created the look of the modern woman and was the high priestess of couture. She believed in
simplicity and elegance, and freed women from the tyranny of fashion. She inspired women to take off their
bone corsets and cut their hair. She used ordinary jersey as couture fabric, elevated the waistline, and created
bell-bottom trousers, trench coats, and turtleneck sweaters. In the 1920s, when Chanel employed more than
2,000 people in her workrooms, she had amassed a personal fortune of $15 million and went on to create an
empire.

Jean Cocteau once said of Chanel that she had the head of "a little black swan". And, added Colette, "the
heart of a little black bull".

At the start of World War II, Chanel closed down her couture house and went across the street to live at the
Hôtel Ritz. Picasso, her friend, called her "one of the most sensible women in Europe". She remained at the
Ritz for the duration of the war, and afterward went on to Switzerland.

For more than half a century, Chanel's life from 1941 to 1954 has been shrouded in vagueness and rumor,
mystery and myth. Neither Chanel nor her many biographers have ever told the full story of those years.
Now Hal Vaughan, in this explosive narrative-part suspense thriller, part wartime portrait-fully pieces
together the hidden years of Gabrielle "Coco" Chanel's life, from the Nazi occupation of Paris to the
aftermath of World War II.

Vaughan reveals the truth of Chanel's long-whispered collaboration with Hitler's high-ranking officials in
occupied Paris from 1940 to 1944. He writes in detail of her decades-long affair with Baron Hans Günther
von Dincklage, "Spatz" ("sparrow" in English), described in most Chanel biographies as being an innocuous,
English-speaking tennis player playboy and a harmless dupe-a loyal German soldier and diplomat serving his
mother country and not a member of the Nazi party.

In Vaughan's absorbing, meticulously researched book, Dincklage is revealed to have been a Nazi master spy
and German military intelligence agent who ran a spy ring in the Mediterranean and in Paris and reported
directly to Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels, right hand to Hitler.

The book pieces together how Coco Chanel became a German intelligence operative; how and why she was
enlisted in a number of spy missions; how she escaped arrest in France after the war, despite her activities
being known to the Gaullist intelligence network; how she fled to Switzerland for a nine-year exile with her
lover, Dincklage. And how, despite the French court's opening a case concerning Chanel's espionage
activities during the war, she was able to return to Paris at age 70 and triumphantly resurrect and reinvent
herself-and rebuild what has become the iconic House of Chanel.
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From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

This Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War book is just not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. That Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War without we realize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco
Chanel's Secret War can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's
Secret War having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Julia Sullivan:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a guide. The book Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Alexander Taylor:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco
Chanel's Secret War can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Adele Yeager:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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