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From Enslavement to Environmentalism takes a challenging ethnographic and historical look at the politics
of eco-development in the Zimbabwe-Mozambique border zone. David Hughes argues that European
colonization in southern Africa--essentially an unsuccessful effort to turn the region into another North
America or Australia--has profoundly reshaped rural politics and culture and continues to do so, as neoliberal
developers commoditize the lands of African peasants in the name of conservation and economic progress.

Hughes builds his engaging analysis around a sort of natural experiment: in the past, whites colonized British
Zimbabwe but avoided Portuguese Mozambique almost entirely. In Zimbabwe, chiefdoms that had
historically focused on controlling people began to follow the English example of consolidating political
power by dividing and controlling land. Meanwhile, in Mozambique, Portugal perpetuated traditional
practices of recruiting and distributing forced labor as the primary means of securing power. The territory
remained unmapped. For almost the entire twentieth century, a sharp disjuncture in the politics of land,
leadership, labor, and resource use marked the border zone.

In the late 1990s, as white South Africans began to establish timber plantations in Mozambique, that
difference began to be effaced. Under the banner of environmentalism and economic progress, tourism firms
were allowed to claim peasant farmland. The objectives of liberal conservationists and developers, though
high-minded, led them to commoditize ancestral lands. Southern African policymakers supported this new
form of colonization as a form of racial integration between white investors and black peasants, paving the
way for an ironic and contentious situation in which ethnic tolerance, gentrification, and land-grabbing have
gone hand in hand.

From Enslavement to Environmentalism engages topics central to current debates in anthropology, resource
politics, and development policy, and will be of interest to both regional specialists and generalists.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This From Enslavement to Environmentalism:
Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and Nature) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jo Daigneault:

The event that you get from From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier
(Culture, Place, and Nature) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but From
Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and Nature)
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and
Nature) instantly.

Donna Eldridge:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on
a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and Nature) as your daily resource information.

Darlene Gutierrez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture,



Place, and Nature).
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