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A distinguished social philosopher offers a searching argument on freedom and national purpose.
Written at the depth of the Depression, in a time of deep national concern over America’s future, What
Does America Mean? was addressed to students, to the young who have been alienated and embittered
by our betrayal of our own deepest commitments. It is the quality of the spirit that Meiklejohn seeks to
define: “Our questions is not, “Do Americans get justice?’ but rather, ‘Do Americans give justice?’”
Today, more than a generation later, the book still demands of us, not “What’s going to become of
America?” but “What do we mean America to become?”

America’s passion for “liberty,” writes Alexander Meiklejohn, has blinded her to the real meaning of
“freedom.” It is freedom, not liberty, that lies at the heart of democracy, and we may be in danger of losing
both. Our fetish of independence has permitted us to condone slavery, the betrayal of Indians and Blacks,
and “the humiliation of the spirit of women . . . the crowning insult which a society has offered to the
personalities of its own members.” In this challenging essay, sensitively and scrupulously argued, one of
America’s most original social philosophers sums up the fallacies that have confused our purpose and recalls
us to the methods of inquiry that led Socrates and Jesus to their supreme insights, “Know yourself” and
“Love your neighbor.”
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658)
will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Dexter Forsyth:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658).

Sherry Clark:

Beside this particular What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658) in your phone, it might give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!

Alexandra Stafford:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book What Does America Mean? (Norton
Library, N658) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658) can
to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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