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In what follows can be found the doors to a house of words and stories. This house of words and stories is
the Archive of New Mexico and the doors are each of the documents contained within it. Like any house,
New Mexico's archive has a tale of its own origin and a complex history. Although its walls have changed
many times, its doors and the encounters with those doors hold stories known and told and others not yet
revealed. In the Archives, there are thousands of doors (4,481) that open to a time of kings and popes, of
inquisition and revolution. 'These archives,' writes Ralph Emerson Twitchell, 'are by far the most valuable
and interesting of any in the Southwest.' Many of these documents were given a number by Twitchell, small
stickers that were appended to the first page of each document, an act of heresy to archivists and yet these
stickers have now become part of the artifact. These are the doors that Ralph Emerson Twitchell opened at
the dawn of the 20th century with a key that has served scholars, policy-makers, and activists for
generations. In 1914 Twitchell published in two volumes The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, the first
calendar and guide to the documents from the Spanish colonial period.

Volume One of the two volumes focuses on the collection known as the Spanish Archives of New Mexico,
Series I, or SANM I, an appellation granted because of Twitchell's original compilation and description of
the 1,384 documents identified in the first volume of his series. The Spanish Archives of New Mexico was
assembled by the Surveyor General of New Mexico (1854-1891) and the Court of Private Land Claims
(1891-1904). The collection consists of civil land records of the Spanish period governments of New Mexico
and materials created by the Surveyor General and Court of Private Land Claims during the process of
adjudication. It includes the original Spanish colonial petitions for land grants, land conveyances, wills, mine
registers, records books, journals, dockets, reports, minutes, letters, and a variety of other legal documents.

Each of these documents tell a story, sometimes many stories. The bulk of the records accentuate the
amazingly dynamic nature of land grant and settlement policies. While the documents reveal the broad
sweep of community settlement and its reverse effect, hundreds of last wills and testaments are included in
these records, that are scripted in the most eloquent and spiritual tone at the passing of individuals into death.
These testaments also reveal a legacy of what colonists owned and bequeathed to the next generations.

Most of the documents are about the geographic, political and cultural mapping of New Mexico, but many
reflect the stories of that which is owned both in terms of commodities and human lives. Archives inevitably,
and these archives more than most, help to shape current debates about dispossession, the colonial past, and
the postcolonial future of New Mexico. For this reason, the task of understanding the role of archives,
archival documents, and the kinds of stories that emanate from them has never been more urgent. Let this
effort and the key provided by Twitchell in his two volumes open the doors wide for knowledge to be useful
today and tomorrow.--From the Foreword by Estevan Rael-Gálvez, New Mexico State Historian
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Spanish Archives
of New Mexico, Volume One (Southwest Heritage) book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

William Tietjen:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Volume One (Southwest Heritage)
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
provides high quality.

Barbie Brookins:

Beside this kind of The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Volume One (Southwest Heritage) in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Volume One (Southwest Heritage)
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Leslie Woodson:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Volume One (Southwest Heritage). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination



for a other place.
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