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Former Time Paris Bureau Chief and bestselling author Tom Sancton returns to the New Orleans of his
youth and the music that shaped and guided his life.

Song for my Fathers is the story of a young white boy driven by a consuming passion to learn the music and
ways of a group of aging black jazzmen in the twilight years of the segregation era. Contemporaries of Louis
Armstrong, most of them had played in local obscurity until Preservation Hall launched a nationwide revival
of interest in traditional jazz. They called themselves “the mens.” And they welcomed the young apprentice
into their ranks.

The boy was introduced into this remarkable fellowship by his father, an eccentric Southern liberal and failed
novelist whose powerful articles on race had made him one of the most effective polemicists of the early
Civil Rights movement. Nurtured on his father’s belief in racial equality, the aspiring clarinetist embraced
the old musicians with a boundless love and admiration. In a sense, they became his spiritual fathers and role
models. Meanwhile his real father, who had first led the boy to the “mens” and shared his reverence for
them, later recoiled in horror at the idea that his son might lose his way in the world of late-night jazz joints,
French Quarter bar rooms, and a precarious life on the margins of society. The tension between the father’s
determination to control the boy’s destiny and his son’s abiding passion for the music is a major theme of the
book.

The narrative unfolds against the vivid backdrop of New Orleans in the 1950s and ‘60s. But that magical
town is more than decor; it is perhaps the central player, for this story could not have taken place in any other
city in the world. Written several years before Katrina crashed into New Orleans and changed its face
forever, Song for My Fathers seems all the more moving in the wake of that cataclysm.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Jorgensen:

The book with title Song for My Fathers: A New Orleans Story in Black and White has lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Frank Craver:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Song for My
Fathers: A New Orleans Story in Black and White which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.

Billy Stinson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Song for My Fathers: A New Orleans Story in
Black and White was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Song for My
Fathers: A New Orleans Story in Black and White has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Charlotte Cooper:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Song for My Fathers: A New
Orleans Story in Black and White.
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