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Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism examines the work of award-winning American novelist and short
story writer Richard Ford, and places it firmly in the context of contemporary debates about the role and
meaning of literary realism in a postmodern environment. In this fresh study of Ford’s oeuvre, Ian McGuire
argues that Ford’s work is best understood as a form of pragmatic realism and thus positions him as part of a
deeply rooted and ongoing American debate about the nature of realism and pragmatism. This debate, which
reaches back to transcendentalist thinkers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and continues on to today,
questions the meaning of independence and the relationship between the self and history. In this context,
McGuire explores Ford’s deep engagement with American literary and philosophical traditions and
repositions his work in its appropriate intellectual and literary context.

McGuire also uses this idea of pragmatic realism to mount a larger defense of contemporary realist writing
and uses Ford’s example to argue that realism itself remains a useful and necessary critical category.
Contemporary realism, rather than being merely conventional or reactionary, as some of its critics have
called it, can offer its proponents an aesthetically and philosophically sophisticated way of engaging with
and contesting the particularities of contemporary, even postmodern, experience.

In offering this new reading of Richard Ford’s fiction, as well as a fresh understanding of the realist impulse
in contemporary American fiction, both become richer, more resonant, and more immediate—reaching both
backward into the past and forward to involve themselves in important contemporary debates about history,
postmodernity, and moral relativism.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Tate:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Richard Ford and the Ends of
Realism (New American Canon). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

David Shields:

The experience that you get from Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American
Canon) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Richard Ford
and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) instantly.

Christine Emmons:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Richard
Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon).

Ronnie Correa:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) when you necessary it?



Download and Read Online Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism
(New American Canon) Ian McGuire #6BAI3PDJGLH



Read Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American
Canon) by Ian McGuire for online ebook

Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) by Ian McGuire Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) by Ian McGuire
books to read online.

Online Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) by Ian McGuire
ebook PDF download

Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) by Ian McGuire Doc

Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) by Ian McGuire Mobipocket

Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (New American Canon) by Ian McGuire EPub


