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In the cities of the Yangzi River delta region of China, audiences sip tea in story houses while storytellers
speak and sing stories accompanied by stringed instruments. The stories unfold week after week, usually
revolving around a love intrigue. Plum and Bamboo is a thorough introduction to this enchanting oral
narrative tradition that still flourishes in Shanghai and in Suzhou, an ancient city known as the city of
gardens. Storytelling in China was once a major art form that rivaled opera and other performance genres.
The Suzhou chantefable of today is a rich, local tradition and one of the most viable storytelling traditions in
the world, with hundreds of active storytellers in the Yangzi delta region. Drawing on extensive fieldwork
and an appreciation of the Chinese art, Mark Bender utilizes a folkloristic approach to provide an overview
of the tradition, focusing on the contextualized performance of narrative. In addition to supplying historical
and contextual background, the book examines how oral territory is opened and explored in performance.
transcript of the Meng Lijun story and interlinear commentary by the storytellers; four appendixes including
outlines of traditional stories, some of which are synopsized here for the first time in English; and a
romanized transcript of a portion of a performance in Suzhou dialect. A truly important work, a major
contribution to a field virtually unstudied in the West and poorly studied in China until very recently. - Susan
Blader, associate professor of Chinese at Dartmouth College.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Plum and Bamboo:
CHINA'S SUZHOU CHANTEFABLE TRADITION book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jessica Nakagawa:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Plum and Bamboo: CHINA'S SUZHOU
CHANTEFABLE TRADITION it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book has high quality.

Mamie Bostic:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Plum and Bamboo: CHINA'S SUZHOU
CHANTEFABLE TRADITION guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Plum and Bamboo: CHINA'S SUZHOU CHANTEFABLE TRADITION as good book not merely
by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ollie Brooks:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update
of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Plum and Bamboo: CHINA'S SUZHOU CHANTEFABLE TRADITION when you



desired it?
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