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Appearing for the first timein an English translation, Introduction to Modernity is one of Henri Lefebvre's
greatest works. Published in 1962, when Lefebvre was beginning his career as alecturer in sociology at the
University of Strasbourg, it established his position in the vanguard of a movement which was to culminate
in the events of May 1968. It is a book which supersedes the conventional divisions between academic
disciplines. With dazzling skill, Lefebvre moves from philosophy to sociology, from literature to history, to
present a profound analysis of the social, political and cultural forces at work in France and the world in the
aftermath of Stalin’s death—an analysis in which the contours of our own “postmodernity” appear with
startling clarity.

Lefebvre' s lectures have become legendary, and something of his charismatic presence and delivery is
captured in this book, which he intended “to be understood in the mind’s ear ... and not simply to be read.”
With its mercurial shifts of tone, now intensely poetic, now conversational, it not only explores modernity, it
exemplifiesit. Equally experimental in conception isthe book’ s remarkabl e structure, twelve “ preludes’
through which a range of recurrent themes are interwoven in free-form counterpoint: irony as a critical tool,
utopianism, nature and culture, the Stalinization of Marxism, the alienation of everyday life, the cybernetic
society ... What gradually emergesis not only a series of original concepts about humanity and culture, but
an extraordinary invocation of the complexity of socia contradictions.

Y et the fragmented structure of the book is not |eft to float free. Its shifting and eclectic melodies and
leitmotifs have a solid ground basis: the wish to rehabilitate the Marxist dialectic as a method for
understanding and transforming the modern world. This programis at the heart of the book, and givesit its
underlying coherence, making Introduction to Modernity not only essential reading for all students of
European cultural history, but also a key text for Marxism in the post-communist world of the late twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Valles:

The ability that you get from Introduction to Modernity: Twelve Preludes, September 1959-May 1961 will
be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Introduction to Modernity: Twelve Preludes,
September 1959-May 1961 giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication iswell-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Introduction to Modernity: Twelve Preludes, September 1959-May 1961 instantly.

L orena Repass.

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Introduction to
Modernity: Twelve Preludes, September 1959-May 1961 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Introduction to Modernity: Twelve Preludes,
September 1959-May 1961is asingle of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired
alot of peoplein the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previousto. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Kristin Walker:

This Introduction to Modernity: Twelve Preludes, September 1959-May 1961 is brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information asit relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Introduction to
Modernity: Twelve Preludes, September 1959-May 1961 can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy thisreserveisthe answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a guide
especially thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't missthis! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

David McMillian:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Introduction to
Modernity: Twelve Preludes, September 1959-May 1961 or perhaps others sources were given expertise for



you. After you know how the truly great a book, you fedl want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Introduction to Modernity: Twelve

Preludes, September 1959-May 1961 to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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