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One scarcely knows whether to laugh or cry. The spectacle presented, in Cynthia Russett's splendid book, of
nineteenth-century white male scientists and thinkers earnestly trying to prove women inferior to men-thereby providing, along with "savages" and "idiots," an evolutionary buffer between men and animals--is by
turns appalling, amusing, and saddening. Surveying the work of real scientists as well as the products of
more dubious minds, Russett has produced a learned yet immensely enjoyable chapter in the annals of
human folly.
At the turn of the century science was successfully challenging the social authority of religion; scientists
wielded a power no other group commanded. Unfortunately, as Russett demonstrates, in Victorian sexual
science, empiricism tangled with prior belief, and scientists' delineation of the mental and physical
differences between men and women was directed to show how and why women were inferior to men. These
men were not necessarily misogynists. This was an unsettling time, when the social order was threatened by
wars, fierce economic competition, racial and industrial conflict, and the failure of society to ameliorate
poverty, vice, crime, illnesses. Just when men needed the psychic lift an adoring dependent woman could
give, she was demanding the vote, higher education, and the opportunity to become a wage earner!
No other work has treated this provocative topic so completely, nor have the various scientific theories used
to marshal evidence of women's inferiority been so thoroughly delineated and debunked. Erudite enough for
scholars in the history of science, intellectual history, and the history of women, this book with its stylish
presentation will also attract a large nonspecialist audience.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Edwards:
Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Sexual Science.

Fabian Luton:
Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Sexual Science can be fine book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

John Olive:
Why? Because this Sexual Science is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Deborah Rost:
Beside this specific Sexual Science in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Sexual
Science because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely
get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this
book in addition to read it from right now!
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