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Memoirs of a Mad Black Educator by Bobby Dixon is a critical reflection on the education reform
movement through the personal experiences of this African-American educator. Dixon fictionalizes some of
his experiences to delineate the emergence of a new educational power structure, which entails the marriage
of philanthrophy, federal government policy, charter school operators, new forms of teacher training and
administrator training programs, the profitable testing industry, mayoral control of large school districts,
among other entities. This new educational power structure not only advocates the privatization of public
education, but forces it down the public’s throat. The consequence is the growing obsolescence of the public
school and the public school teacher. There are massive firings and layoffs of skilled, veteran teachers and
principals nationwide to make way for alternatively trained teachers and principals. Likewise there are
nationwide closings of schools in minority and poor communities to make way for charter schools and
special school districts. This new structure has either eliminated or coopted teacher unions. It has devastated
the solid, local economy of minority communities, abolishing jobs and benefits for not only teachers, but bus
drivers, cafeteria workers, janitors, etc. In short, it has created the colonization of school districts with new
“rulers” or managers and sources of influence. This new transformation has taken place without choice,
undemocratically, and without showing any improvement in test scores for students. Studies have shown that
public schools have always performed as well or better than charter schools. This new power structure is
based on a business model that seeks monetary “returns on its investment.” It is guided by “mission
statements” and “vision statements” as any business would be. It advocates a market-driven system with
“choice” at its core. It also relies heavily, to an extreme, on data, on test scores. Dixon contends that besides
wreacking havoc upon public education and undermining its democratic core, this new power structure is
also replacing trust in teachers and local school boards with the dictatorship of mayoral control, state control,
or private control. We have to resist this madness by organizing at the grassroots level.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Humphrey:

The actual book Memoirs of a Mad Black Educator will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very
suited to you. The book Memoirs of a Mad Black Educator is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Chad Brown:

The guide with title Memoirs of a Mad Black Educator has a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Margaret Calderon:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Memoirs of a Mad Black Educator your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead
of. The Memoirs of a Mad Black Educator giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Dwight Case:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Memoirs of a Mad
Black Educator which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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