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An innovative approach to historical records assesses how evidence claims and policy arguments were put
forth in the royal courts of early China.

What were the intentions of early China’s historians? Modern readers must contend with the tension between
the narrators’ moralizing commentary and their description of events. Although these historians had notions
of evidence, it is not clear to what extent they valued what contemporary scholars would deem “hard” facts.
Offering an innovative approach to premodern historical documents, Garret P. S. Olberding argues that the
speeches of court advisors reveal subtle strategies of information management in the early monarchic
context. Olberding focuses on those addresses concerning military campaigns where evidence would be
important in guiding immediate social and political policy. His analysis reveals the sophisticated conventions
that governed the imperial advisor’s logic and suasion in critical state discussions, which were specifically
intended to counter anticipated doubts. Dubious Facts illuminates both the decision-making processes that
informed early Chinese military campaigns and the historical records that represent them.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Dealba:

The book Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early
Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Awilda Kell:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY
series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese
Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Tyler Dean:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Michael Blossom:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large



amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture).
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