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I.—Personal.—The public has, perhaps, a right to be made acquainted with the title under which I, an
unknown writer, come forward as the translator of a difficult Chinese work. In the spring of 1867 I began the
study of Chinese at H.B.M.’s Legation, Peking, under an implied promise, in a despatch from the then
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that successful efforts would be rewarded by proportionately rapid
advancement in the service of which I was a member. Then followed a long novitiate of utterly uninteresting
and, indeed, most repellent labour,—inseparable, however, from the acquisition of this language, which
throughout its early stages demands more from sheer memory than from the exercise of any other intellectual
faculty. At length, in the spring of 1877, while acting as Vice-Consul at Canton, I commenced the translation
of the work here offered to the English reader. For such a task I had flattered myself into the belief that I
possessed two of the requisite qualifications: an accurate knowledge of the grammatical structure of the
language, and an extensive insight into the manners, customs, superstitions, and general social life of the
Chinese. I had been variously stationed at Peking, Tientsin, Takow, and Taiwan Fu (in Formosa), Ningpo,
Hankow, Swatow, and Canton, from the latter of which I was transferred—when my task was still only half
finished—to Amoy.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

Here thing why this particular Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as delicious as food or not. Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II) giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II). It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Strange Stories from a
Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II) in e-book can be your option.

Owen Bourne:

This book untitled Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II) to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Samual Larkin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II) giving you another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Luann Bowen:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (Volumes I and II) this e-book consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has



grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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