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Colonel-General Hans Reinhardt, commander of Army Group Center, ordered the memorial to be blown up,
but not before certain things were removed. Those things were the bodies of Field Marshal and Weimar
President von Hindenburg and his wife. Lt. Gen. Oskar von Hindenburg supervised the evacuation of the
flags of the Prussian regiments and the coffins of his parents, which were moved to Berlin.

Thus began what a 1950 Life magazine article called “one of the most curious and complicated enterprises
the U.S. Army of Occupation ever undertook.”

It was perhaps one of the most unlikely and interesting World War II German cultural property evacuation
endeavors. The story involves four caskets; military flags; famous artwork; the Hohenzollern Museum
treasure (from the Monbijou Palace in Berlin), including the crown jewels and the coronation paraphernalia
of Frederick William I; and cultural treasures.

In March 1945, the German Army transported the caskets of the Hindenburgs, Frederick the Great, and
Frederick William I, as well as the cultural items named above, to a one-time salt mine in the northern
reaches of the Thuringian Forest, about 18 miles southwest of Nordhausen, that had been converted to a
munitions plant and storage depot.

There, German Army officers supervised 2,000 Italian, French, and Russian forced laborers working in the
plant. About 400,000 tons of ammunition and other military supplies were stored in the mine.

A group of large warehouses adjacent to the entrance into the shaft contained munitions, signal supplies,
clothing, and other military stores. A large store of dynamite was located in relatively close proximity to the
depository in the mine. Two rooms in the mine already stored records.

German officers sent all civilians out of the area in mid-March. Working with great secrecy and using only
military personnel, they brought objects into the mine.

In a room measuring roughly 45 x 17 feet, they placed the caskets of Prussian kings Frederick William I
(reign 1713–1740) and Frederick the Great (1740–1786), both of whom had been buried in the church of the
Potsdam garrison, and of Field Marshal and Frau Gertrud von Hindenburg. Three of the caskets were made
of wood; the fourth, containing the remains of Frederick the Great, was metal and larger than the others.
Each casket bore a paper label fastened with cellophane tape.

In the same room the soldiers also placed treasures from the Hohenzollern Museum in Berlin. Each item had
an identifying card attached. Most of the items had been made for or used at the coronation of King
Frederick I and Queen Sophie in 1701. More than 200 German regimental flags, some painted and some
embroidered, were hung above the coffins. They dated from the early Prussian wars and included many from
the World War I era. A variety of other cultural items were placed in the room, and the entrances were sealed
with brick and mortar on April 2.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Medley:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Monuments Men and Nazi Treasures? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Thomas Whitaker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual
Monuments Men and Nazi Treasures is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Robert Maas:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Monuments Men and Nazi Treasures, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Tamara Reams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Monuments Men and Nazi Treasures it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.
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