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From the lights that never go out on Broadway to its 24-hour subway system, New York City isn't called "the
city that never sleeps" for nothing. Both native New Yorkers and tourists have played hard in Gotham for
centuries, lindy hopping in 1930s Harlem, voguing in 1980s Chelsea, and refueling at all-night diners and
bars. The slim island at the mouth of the Hudson River is packed with places of leisure and entertainment,
but Manhattan's infamously fast pace of change means that many of these beautifully constructed and
incredibly ornate buildings have disappeared, and with them a rich and ribald history.

Yet with David Freeland as a guide, it's possible to uncover skeletons of New York's lost monuments to its
nightlife. With a keen eye for architectural detail, Freeland opens doors, climbs onto rooftops, and gazes
down alleyways to reveal several of the remaining hidden gems of Manhattan's nineteenth- and twentieth-
century entertainment industry. From the Atlantic Garden German beer hall in present-day Chinatown to the
city's first motion picture studio—Union Square's American Mutoscope and Biograph Company—to the
Lincoln Theater in Harlem, Freeland situates each building within its historical and social context, bringing
to life an old New York that took its diversions seriously. Freeland reminds us that the buildings that serve as
architectural guideposts to yesteryear's recreations cannot be re-created—once destroyed they are gone
forever. With condominiums and big box stores spreading over city blocks like wildfires, more and more of
the Big Apple's legendary houses of mirth are being lost. By excavating the city's cultural history, this
delightful book unearths some of the many mysteries that lurk around the corner and lets readers see the city
in a whole new light.
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From reader reviews:

David Hyman:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Automats, Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating
Manhattan's Lost Places of Leisure. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important the book Automats, Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating Manhattan's
Lost Places of Leisure. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Crystal Dewitt:

This Automats, Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating Manhattan's Lost Places of Leisure are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Automats,
Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating Manhattan's Lost Places of Leisure can be on the list of great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Automats, Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating Manhattan's Lost Places of Leisure giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Elizabeth Easterling:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn.
Automats, Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating Manhattan's Lost Places of Leisure can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Diane Lomas:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Automats, Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating
Manhattan's Lost Places of Leisure or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Automats, Taxi Dances, and Vaudeville: Excavating



Manhattan's Lost Places of Leisure to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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