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Beth Henley remains best known for "Crimes of the Heart", a play that won the Pulitzer Prize and the New
York Drama Critics Circle Award and later was made into a major motion picture. In this introduction to the
Mississippi-born playwright and her body of work, Robert J. Andreach presents Henley's plays as a unified
whole, considering both her more accessible work of the 1980s and the commonly misunderstood - and often
overlooked - plays of the 1990s. Andreach fills the gap in scholarship about the later plays and, in doing so,
argues that they recast familiar themes, images, and motifs into new modes of self-discovery and expression.
Andreach concedes that differences in setting and style separate the two decades of Henley's career: the plays
from the earlier decade comprise single, representational sets in the Deep South of Mississippi and Louisiana
while the plays from the 1990s are multiple, symbolic sets in Southern California and other locations. He
contends, however, that whether dramatizing naturalistically or experimentally, Henley does not stray far
from her original concerns. Andreach points out that while the self-discoveries of the two decades differ,
Henley's goal is the same: characters who prove themselves worthy in a culture that denigrates them.
Andreach's analysis features close readings of Henley's entire corpus. He positions her final three works of
the 1990s as a trilogy that reconciles differing modes of self-discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Ross:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Understanding Beth Henley
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading
a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Deborah Brantley:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Understanding Beth Henley (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Garnet Veach:

Typically the book Understanding Beth Henley (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) will
bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Understanding Beth Henley
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sheri Williams:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Understanding Beth Henley
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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