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This volume deals with the aftermath of the decisive battle at al-Qadisiyyah described in the previous
volume. First, the conquest of southern Iraq is consolidated; in rapid succession there follow the accounts of
the battles at Burs and Babil. Then in 16/637 the Muslim warriors make for the capital al-Mada'in, ancient
Ctesiphon, which they conquer after a brief siege. The Persian king seeks refuge in Hulwan, leaving behind
most of his riches, which are catalogued in great detail. In the same year the Muslim army deals the
withdrawing Persians another crushing blow at the battle of Jalula'.

This volume is important in that it describes how the newly conquered territories are at first administered. As
the climate of al-Mada'in is felt to be unwholesome, a new city is planned on the Tigris. This is al-Kufah,
which is destined to play an important role as the capital city of the fourth caliph, 'Ali. The planning of al-
Kufah is set forth in considerable detail, as is the building of its main features--the citadel and the great
congregational mosque.

After this interlude there follow accounts of the conquests of a string of towns in northern Mesopotamia,
which bring the Muslim fighters near the border with al-Jazirah. That region is conquered in 17/638. The
history of its conquest is preceded by an account of the Byzantines' siege of the city of Hims. Also in this
year, 'Umar is recorded to have made a journey to Syria, from which he is driven back by a sudden outbreak
of the plague, the so-called Plague of 'Amawas.

The scene then shifts back to southwestern Iran, where a number of cities are taken one after another. The
Persian general al-Hurmuzan is captured and sent to Medina. After this, the conquest of Egypt--said to have
taken place in 20/641--is recorded.

The volume concludes with a lengthy account of the crucial battle at Nihawand of 21/642. Here the Persians
receive a blow that breaks their resistance definitively.

This volume abounds in sometimes very amusing anecdotes of man-to-man battles, acts of heroism, and
bizarre, at times even miraculous events. The narrative style is fast-moving, and the recurrence of similar
motifs in the historical expose lends them authenticity. Many of the stories in this volume may have begun as
yarns spun around campfires. It is not difficult to visualize an early Islamic storyteller regaling his audience
with accounts that ultimately found their way to the file on conquest history collected by Sayf b. 'Umar, al-
Tabari's main authority for this volume.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Price:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book The History of al-Tabari Vol. 13: The Conquest of Iraq,
Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years of 'Umar's Caliphate A.D. 636-642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY
series in Near Eastern Studies) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The History of al-Tabari Vol. 13:
The Conquest of Iraq, Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years of 'Umar's Caliphate A.D. 636-
642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) is not only giving you far more new information but
also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship together with the book The History of al-Tabari Vol. 13: The Conquest of Iraq,
Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years of 'Umar's Caliphate A.D. 636-642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY
series in Near Eastern Studies). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Clemencia Torres:

The History of al-Tabari Vol. 13: The Conquest of Iraq, Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years
of 'Umar's Caliphate A.D. 636-642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The
History of al-Tabari Vol. 13: The Conquest of Iraq, Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years of
'Umar's Caliphate A.D. 636-642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Sergio Kelley:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific The History of al-Tabari Vol. 13: The Conquest of Iraq,
Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years of 'Umar's Caliphate A.D. 636-642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY
series in Near Eastern Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The History of al-Tabari Vol.
13: The Conquest of Iraq, Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years of 'Umar's Caliphate A.D.
636-642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies).



Erik Hilyard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The History of al-
Tabari Vol. 13: The Conquest of Iraq, Southwestern Persia, and Egypt: The Middle Years of 'Umar's
Caliphate A.D. 636-642/A.H. 15-21 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies).
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