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Was Plato a Pythagorean? Plato's students and earliest critics thought so, but scholars since the nineteenth
century have been more skeptical. With this probing study, Phillip Sidney Horky argues that a specific type
of Pythagorean philosophy, called "mathematical" Pythagoreanism, exercised a decisive influence on
fundamental aspects of Plato's philosophy. The progenitor of mathematical Pythagoreanism was the
infamous Pythagorean heretic and political revolutionary Hippasus of Metapontum, a student of Pythagoras
who is credited with experiments in harmonics that led to innovations in mathematics. The innovations of
Hippasus and other mathematical Pythagoreans, including Empedocles of Agrigentum, Epicharmus of
Syracuse, Philolaus of Croton, and Archytas of Tarentum, presented philosophers like Plato with novel ways
to reconcile empirical knowledge with abstract mathematical theories. Plato and Pythagoreanism
demonstrates how mathematical Pythagoreanism established many of the fundamental philosophical
questions Plato dealt with in his central dialogues, including Cratylus, Phaedo, Republic, Timaeus, and
Philebus. In the process, it also illuminates the historical significance of the mathematical Pythagoreans, a
group whose influence on the development of philosophical and scientific methods has been obscured since
late antiquity. The picture that results is one in which Plato inherits mathematical Pythagorean method only
to transform it into a powerful philosophical argument about the essential relationships between the cosmos
and the human being.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Pratt:

The book Plato and Pythagoreanism make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Plato and Pythagoreanism to be your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide Plato and
Pythagoreanism. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

David Kane:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Plato and Pythagoreanism book is readable simply by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Plato
and Pythagoreanism content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Plato and
Pythagoreanism is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Harriett Costello:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Plato
and Pythagoreanism.

Thomas Burke:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Plato and Pythagoreanism it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.
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