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A sweeping, revelatory history of poverty in America from the nineteenth century to today, told
through the eyes and experiences of the poor themselves. "When you live in a shelter, other people
control your life. They tell you when you may come in and when you must go out. They tell you when you can
take your shower and when you can wash your clothing."—from A People's History of Poverty and Welfare
in America

In this compulsively readable social history, a brilliant new addition to The New Press's acclaimed People's
History series, political scientist Stephen Pimpare vividly describes poverty from the perspective of poor and
welfare-reliant Americans from the big city to the rural countryside. He focuses on how the poor have
created community, secured shelter, and found food and illuminates their battles for dignity and respect.

Through prodigious archival research and lucid analysis, Pimpare details the ways in which charity and aid
for the poor have been inseparable, more often than not, from the scorn and disapproval of those who would
help them. In the rich and often surprising historical testimonies he has collected from the poor in America,
Pimpare overturns any simple conclusions about how the poor see themselves or what it feels like to be
poor—and he shows clearly that the poor are all too often aware that charity comes with a price. It is that
price that Pimpare eloquently questions in this book, reminding us through powerful anecdotes, some heart-
wrenching and some surprisingly humorous, that poverty is not simply a moral failure.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Kim:

Exactly why? Because this A People's History of Poverty in America (New Press People's History) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Geraldine Bagley:

A People's History of Poverty in America (New Press People's History) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing A People's History of Poverty in America (New Press People's History) nevertheless doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Deborah Ryan:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. That A People's History of Poverty in America (New Press People's
History) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have A People's History of Poverty in
America (New Press People's History).

Robert Alston:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and A People's History of Poverty in America (New
Press People's History) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes A People's History of Poverty in America (New Press People's History) to make your



spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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