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Following their first contact in 1519, accounts of Aztecs identifying Spaniards as gods proliferated. But what
exactly did the Aztecs mean by a "god" (teotl), and how could human beings become gods or take on godlike
properties? This sophisticated, interdisciplinary study analyzes three concepts that are foundational to Aztec
religion—teotl (god), teixiptla (localized embodiment of a god), and tlaquimilolli (sacred bundles containing
precious objects)—to shed new light on the Aztec understanding of how spiritual beings take on form and
agency in the material world.

In The Fate of Earthly Things, Molly Bassett draws on ethnographic fieldwork, linguistic analyses, visual
culture, and ritual studies to explore what ritual practices such as human sacrifice and the manufacture of
deity embodiments (including humans who became gods), material effigies, and sacred bundles meant to the
Aztecs. She analyzes the Aztec belief that wearing the flayed skin of a sacrificial victim during a sacred rite
could transform a priest into an embodiment of a god or goddess, as well as how figurines and sacred
bundles could become localized embodiments of gods. Without arguing for unbroken continuity between the
Aztecs and modern speakers of Nahuatl, Bassett also describes contemporary rituals in which indigenous
Mexicans who preserve costumbres (traditions) incorporate totiotzin (gods) made from paper into their daily
lives. This research allows us to understand a religious imagination that found life in death and believed that
deity embodiments became animate through the ritual binding of blood, skin, and bone.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hay:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec
Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas). All type of book is it
possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Ashley Wright:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Fate of Earthly Things:
Aztec Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick
The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the
Americas) become your personal starter.

Nancy Harris:

The book untitled The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and
Literacies of the Americas) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You
can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Nancy Barry:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and
God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It
is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Fate
of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas) can



to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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