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Many historians of medieval art now look beyond soaring cathedrals to study the relationship of architecture
and image-making to life in medieval society. In The Art of Healing, Marcia Kupfer explores the interplay
between church decoration and ritual practice in caring for the sick. Her inquiry bridges cultural
anthropology and the social history of medicine even as it also expands our understanding of how clergy
employed mural painting to cure body and soul.

Looking closely at paintings from ca. 1200 in the church of Saint-Aignan-sur-Cher, a castle town in Central
France, Kupfer traces their links to burial practices, the veneration of saints, and the care of the sick in
nearby hospitals. Through careful analysis of the surrounding agrarian landscape, dotted with cults targeting
specific afflictions, especially ergotism (then known as St. Silvan’s fire), Kupfer sheds new light on the role
of wall painting in an ecclesiastical economy of healing and redemption. Sickness and death, she argues,
hold the key to understanding the dynamics of Christian community in the Middle Ages. The Art of Healing
will be important reading for cultural anthropologists and historians of both medicine and religion as well as
for medievalists and art historians.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Palmer:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Art of Healing:
Painting for the Sick and the Sinner in a Medieval Town is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Mary Hopkins:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book The Art of Healing: Painting for the Sick and the Sinner in a Medieval
Town it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book possesses high quality.

Gloria Taylor:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Art of Healing: Painting for the Sick and the
Sinner in a Medieval Town can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book
you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Art of
Healing: Painting for the Sick and the Sinner in a Medieval Town.

Diane Merryman:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise



word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Art of Healing: Painting for the Sick and the
Sinner in a Medieval Town can make you really feel more interested to read.
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