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In Racial Things, Racial Forms, Joseph Jonghyun Jeon focuses on a coterie of underexamined contemporary
Asian American poets—Theresa Hak Kyung Cha, Myung Mi Kim, Mei-mei Berssenbrugge, and John
Yau—who reject many of the characteristics of traditional minority writing, in particular the language of
identity politics, which tends to challenge political marginalization without contesting more fundamental
assumptions about the construction of racial form. In the poets’ various treatments of things (that is, objects
of art), one witnesses a confluence of heretofore discrete factors: the avant-garde interest in objecthood and
the racial question of objectification.
 
By refashioning avant-garde investigations of things into questions about how American discourse visualizes
race in and on the body, these poets implicitly critique dominant modes of racial visibility, seeking
alternatives to the unreflective stances that identity politics often unwittingly reproduces. At the heart of
Jeon’s project is the assumption thatracial form is continually recalibrated to elide ideological ambiguities
and ambivalences in contemporary culture. Thus, rather than focusing exclusively on the subject—on
interiority and individual experience—Racial Things, Racial Forms also uses the calculated strangeness of
the avant-garde art object as an occasion to emphasize the physical and visual oddness of racial constructs, as
a series of everchanging, contemporary phenomena that are in conversation with, but not entirely determined
by, their historical legacy.
 
In this critical study, Jeon argues that by invoking the foreignness of an avant-garde art object as a way to
understand racial otherness, these writers model the possibility of a post-identity, racial politics that
challenges how race is fundamentally visualized. In addition to appealing to those interested in Asian
American studies and race in American literature, Racial Things, Racial Forms addresses readers interested
in contemporary poetry, art, and visual culture, paying particular attention to the intersections between
literary and visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Sosa:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Racial Things, Racial Forms: Objecthood in Avant-Garde Asian
American Poetry (Contemp North American Poetry). Try to make book Racial Things, Racial Forms:
Objecthood in Avant-Garde Asian American Poetry (Contemp North American Poetry) as your buddy. It
means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Tiara Garcia:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Racial Things, Racial Forms:
Objecthood in Avant-Garde Asian American Poetry (Contemp North American Poetry) book as beginner and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lavonne Yates:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Racial Things, Racial Forms: Objecthood in Avant-Garde Asian American Poetry (Contemp
North American Poetry).

Sunny Lopez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Racial Things,



Racial Forms: Objecthood in Avant-Garde Asian American Poetry (Contemp North American Poetry) which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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