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Some of the poorest regions of historic Britain had some of its most vibrant festivities. Between the sixteenth
and nineteenth centuries, the peoples of northern England, Lowland Scotland, and Wales used extensive
celebrations at events such as marriage, along with reciprocal exchange of gifts, to emote a sense of
belonging to their locality. Bride Ales and Penny Weddings looks at regionally distinctive practices of giving
and receiving wedding gifts, in order to understand social networks and community attitudes.

Examining a wide variety of sources over four centuries, the volume examines contributory weddings, where
guests paid for their own entertainment and gave money to the couple, to suggest a new view of the societies
of 'middle Britain', and re-interpret social and cultural change across Britain. These regions were not old
fashioned, as is commonly assumed, but differently fashioned, possessing social priorities that set them apart
both from the south of England and from 'the Celtic fringe'. This volume is about informal communities of
people whose aim was maintaining and enhancing social cohesion through sociability and reciprocity.
Communities relied on negotiation, compromise, and agreement, to create and re-create consensus around
more-or-less shared values, expressed in traditions of hospitality and generosity. Ranging across issues of
trust and neighbourliness, recreation and leisure, eating and drinking, order and authority, personal lives and
public attitudes, R. A. Houston explores many areas of interest not only to social historians, but also literary
scholars of the British Isles.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Earl:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Bride
Ales and Penny Weddings: Recreations, Reciprocity, and Regions in Britain from the Sixteenth to the
Nineteenth Centuries? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Catherine Stoltenberg:

The publication untitled Bride Ales and Penny Weddings: Recreations, Reciprocity, and Regions in Britain
from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Centuries is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Bride Ales and Penny Weddings: Recreations, Reciprocity, and Regions in Britain
from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Centuries from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Anne Shivers:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Bride Ales and Penny Weddings:
Recreations, Reciprocity, and Regions in Britain from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Centuries, you are able
to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Elizabeth Givens:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Bride Ales and Penny Weddings: Recreations,
Reciprocity, and Regions in Britain from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Centuries or maybe others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Bride Ales and Penny
Weddings: Recreations, Reciprocity, and Regions in Britain from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Centuries



to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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