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Boogaloo—the synonym of choice among the cognoscenti for rhythm and blues—is a stylish and profound
meditation on the art, influence, and commerce of black American popular music. At once deeply knowing
and keenly observant, Arthur Kempton reveals the tensions between the sacred and the profane at the heart
of “soul music,” and the complex centrality of “Aframericans” in the evolution of our mass musical culture.
What that culture is all about, who owns it, and who gets paid—these are issues of moment in his epic
narrative.

Kempton brilliantly traces the interconnections among a century’s worth of signal personalities, events, and
achievements: from Thomas A. Dorsey, the so-called Father of Gospel Music, whose career (“Got to Know
How to Work Your Show”) sheds light on Mahalia Jackson, Aretha Franklin, and James Brown, among
others, to the rise of that “handsome Negro lad,” Sam Cooke (perhaps the greatest of soul singers) and his
definitive crossover dreams; from Berry Gordy Jr.’s infatuation with Doris Day and his sharp business plan
to capture and exploit the sounds of young America through Motown (“It’s What’s in the Grooves That
Counts”) to the founding of Stax Records and Memphis Soul by a white farm kid who grew up dreaming of
being a country fiddler; from the visionary funk of George Clinton to the ascendancy of hip hop
(“Sharecropping in Wonderland”), the murders of Tupac Shakur and Biggie Smalls, and the story of Death
Row Records.

Boogaloo is a monumental work, informed by a rare fierceness of intellect, which debunks many a myth and
canard about our popular music heritage even as it enlarges our understanding of its quintessence.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

The book Boogaloo: The Quintessence of American Popular Music make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Boogaloo: The
Quintessence of American Popular Music for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like open and read a guide Boogaloo: The Quintessence of American Popular Music. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Isaias McGee:

The book Boogaloo: The Quintessence of American Popular Music will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very suited to you. The book Boogaloo: The Quintessence of American Popular Music is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Frank Quintana:

Beside this particular Boogaloo: The Quintessence of American Popular Music in your phone, it could give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Boogaloo: The Quintessence of American Popular Music because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from
today!

Herbert Mikula:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Boogaloo: The Quintessence of American Popular Music when you necessary it?
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