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We know little about the lives and thoughts of white women in the antebellum South, and for many years
students of the period have waited for a broadly based sampling of their writings. In Our Common Affairs,
supplying this need, Joan E. Cashin has assembled 125 documents that explore the lives of these women in
their own words. Cashin has selected excerpts from letters, diaries, wills, recipe books, and advice
literaturemost never before publishedand drawn from sources in every Southern state. Her subjects include
the wives of planters, merchants, professionals, artisans, and yeoman farmers.

Organized into six topical chaptersfamily life, friendship, work, race relations, and the secession crisisthese
writings illuminate the experience of white Southern women as never before. In an introductory essay that
critically reviews the historiography of the last thirty years, Cashin argues that white women in the slave
South created their own distinctive culture, a "culture of resignation" that, unlike that of their Northern
counterparts, accepted inequity and refrained from political activity.

Our Common Affairs examines the strong ties women developed among female kinfolk and friends; their
troubled relations with slaves, especially female slaves; their frequent distaste for politics; and their mixed
but largely fearful reaction to secession. The documents emphasize the pressing daily responsibilities these
women faced and reveal their authors as flawed, complex, and wholly different from the stereotypes of
Southern women that persist in the popular imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the
Old South. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Hazel Park:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is usually Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South.

Richard Perkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Our Common Affairs: Texts from
Women in the Old South book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Our
Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

William Pettigrew:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the
Old South or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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