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In 1973, Federal District Judge Earl R. Larson issued aruling in a patent case that was to have profound and
long-lasting implications for the dawning computer revolution. Against al expectations, the judge ruled
against Sperry Rand Corp., which claimed to hold the patent on the first computer dubbed the "ENIAC" and
was demanding huge royalties on all electronic data processing sales by Honeywell Inc. and other large
competitors. The judge came to the conclusion that in fact the ENIAC was not the first computer but was a
derivative of an obscure computer called the ABC, which had been developed in the late thirties by alargely
unknown professor of physics and mathematics at lowa State University, named John V. Atanasoff.

L ooking back today from our digital world at what was then alittle-publicized trial, it is clear that the judge's
decision had enormous repercussions. |f Judge Larson had ruled the other way, in favor of the patent claim,
subsequent manufacturers of computing hardware would have had to obtain a license from Sperry Rand, and
the course of computing history would likely have been very different from the galloping revolution we have
all witnessed in the past three decades.

This book centers on this crucial trial, arguing that Judge Larson correctly evaluated the facts and made the
right decision, even though many in the computing community have never accepted Atanasoff asthe
legitimate inventor of the electronic computer. With meticul ous research, Alice Rowe Burks examines both
thetrial and its aftermath, presenting telling evidence in convincing and absorbing fashion, and leaving no
doubt about the actual originator of what has been called the greatest invention of the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Maney:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. Thisreading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Who Invented the Computer?
The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Arnold Williams:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou can see
that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for you is
Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History this publication consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Nancy Martindale:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing
History can make you really feel more interested to read.

Frank Bullard:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History we can
have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book.
Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book
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