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The Oprah Phenomenon
Her image is iconic: Oprah Winfrey has built an empire on her ability to connect with and inspire her
audience. No longer just a name, "Oprah" has become a brand representing the talk show host's unique style
of self-actualizing individualism. The cultural and economic power wielded by Winfrey merits critical
evaluation. The contributors to The Oprah Phenomenon examine the origins of her public image and its
substantial influence on politics, entertainment, and popular opinion. Contributors address praise from her
many supporters and weigh criticisms from her detractors. Winfrey's ability to create a feeling of intimacy
with her audience has long been cited as one of the foundations of her popularity. She has repeatedly made
national headlines by engaging and informing her audience with respect to her personal relationships to race,
gender, feminism, and New Age culture. The Oprah Phenomenon explores these relationships in detail. At
the root of Winfrey's message to her vast audience is her assertion that anyone can be a success regardless of
background or upbringing. The contributors scrutinize this message: What does this success entail? Is the
motivation behind self-actualization, in fact, merely the hope of replicating Winfrey's purchasing power? Is it
just a prescription to buy the products she recommends and heed the advice of people she admires, or is it a
lifestyle change of meaningful spiritual benefit? The Oprah Phenomenon asks these and many other difficult
questions to promote a greater understanding of Winfrey's influence on the American consciousness. Elwood
Watson, associate professor of history at East Tennessee State University, is the editor of several books,
including "There She Is, Miss America": The Politics of Sex, Beauty, and Race in America's Most Famous
Pageant and Searching The Soul of Ally McBeal: Critical Essays.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Oprah Phenomenon. Try to face the book The Oprah Phenomenon
as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Malcolm Khan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The
Oprah Phenomenon is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Eric Sanders:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Oprah Phenomenon reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Oprah Phenomenon as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Irene Parker:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Oprah Phenomenon can make you experience more interested to read.
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