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Jennifer Wunder makes a strong case for the importance of hermeticism and the secret societiesto an
understanding of John Keats's poetry and his speculations about religious and philosophical questions.
Although secret societies exercised enormous cultural influence during the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, they have received little attention from Romantic scholars. And yet, information about
the societies permeated all aspects of Romantic culture. Groups such as the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons
fascinated the reading public, and the market was flooded with articles, pamphlets, and books that discussed
the societies's goals and hermetic philosophies, debated their influence, and drew on their mythol ogies for
literary inspiration. Wunder recovers the common knowledge about the societies and offers readers afirst
look at the role they played in the writings of Romantic authors in general and Keats in particular. She argues
that Keats was aware of the information available about the secret societies and employed hermetic
terminology and imagery associated with these groups throughout his career. As she traces the influence of
these secret societies on Keats's poetry and letters, she offers readers a new perspective not only on Keats's
writings but also on scholarship treating his religious and philosophical beliefs. While scholars have tended
either to consider Keats's aesthetic and religious speculations on their own terms or to adopt a more historical
approach that rejects an emphasis on the spiritual for a materialist interpretation, Wunder offers usamiddle
way. Restoring Keats to a milieu characterized by simultaneously worldly and mythological propensities, she
helpsto explain if not fully reconcile the insights of both camps.
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From reader reviews:
Marc Gaul:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Keats, Hermeticism, and the
Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Robert Nguyen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Keats, Hermeticism, and the
Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for al of you who wantsto end up being success person. So, for al of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth
Century) become your current starter.

Jerry Carley:

Isit anindividual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies
(The Nineteenth Century) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of
date, spending your extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Carlton Little:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth
Century) wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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