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In this cutting-edge work, Rosetta R. Haynes explores the spiritual autobiographies of five nineteenth-
century female African American itinerant preachers to discover the ways in which they drew upon religion
and the material conditions of their lives to fashion powerful personas that enabled them to pursue their
missions as divinely appointed religious leaders. Haynes examines the lives and narratives of Jarena Lee
(1783--?), Zilpha Elaw (c. 1790--?), Julia Foote (1823--1900), Amanda Berry Smith (1837--1915), and
Rebecca Cox Jackson (1795--1871) through an innovative conceptual framework Haynes terms "radical
spiritual motherhood" -- an empowering identity deriving from the experience of "sanctification," a kind of
spiritual perfection following conversion.

Drawing upon conventional nineteenth-century standards for motherhood, radical spiritual motherhood also
challenges traditional standards: These were women whose religious missions authorized them to preach in
public, to assume an activist role, and to declare sexual autonomy through celibacy. They redefined their
relationships to the powers that be by becoming instruments of God in a kind of protofeminist gesture.
Haynes uses historical methods, feminist literary theory, and liberation theology to investigate the ways these
women, as reflected especially in their autobiographies, employed the idea of motherhood to fashion strong,
authentic identities as women called to preach the gospel.

Though radical spiritual motherhood is an identity specifically adopted by free black women, the lives and
texts of these itinerant preachers retain close ties to those of enslaved black women through the negative
cultural stereotypes assigned to both groups. To illustrate this connection, Haynes analyzes the writings of
the preachers within the context of the narratives of former slaves Harriet Jacobs, Mary Prince, and
Sojourner Truth.

Haynes also links the lineage of radical spiritual motherhood to a modern woman by considering Pauli
Murray (1910--1985), the first African American woman (and the second African American) to be ordained
as an Episcopal priest. By looking at Murray's intellectual and spiritual development, especially her feminist
ideologies, social activism, and espousal of liberation theology, Haynes shows that Murray was in fact a
modern-day radical spiritual mother.

Pioneering and accessible, Radical Spiritual Motherhood marks a turning point in the study of both African
American literature and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Ponds:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Radical Spiritual Motherhood: Autobiography
and Empowerment in Nineteenth-Century African American Women is kind of book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Terry Crabtree:

This Radical Spiritual Motherhood: Autobiography and Empowerment in Nineteenth-Century African
American Women are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Radical Spiritual Motherhood: Autobiography and Empowerment in Nineteenth-Century
African American Women can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Radical Spiritual Motherhood: Autobiography and
Empowerment in Nineteenth-Century African American Women giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Claudia Fox:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Radical Spiritual Motherhood: Autobiography and Empowerment in Nineteenth-Century African
American Women, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Teresa Randall:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.



From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Radical Spiritual Motherhood: Autobiography and Empowerment in
Nineteenth-Century African American Women when you needed it?
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