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Reading films, television dramas, reality shows, and virtual exhibits, among other popular texts, Engaging
the Past examines the making and meaning of history for everyday viewers. Contemporary media can
encourage complex interactions with the past that have far-reaching consequences for history and politics.
Viewers experience these representations personally, cognitively, and bodily, but, as this book reveals, not
just by identifying with the characters portrayed.

Some of the works considered in this volume include the films Hotel Rwanda (2004), Good Night and Good
Luck (2005), and Milk (2008); the television dramas Deadwood, Mad Men, and Rome; the reality shows
Frontier House, Colonial House, and Texas Ranch House; and The Secret Annex Online, accessed through
the Anne Frank House website, and the Kristallnacht exhibit, accessed through the Unites States Holocaust
Museum website. These mass cultural texts cultivate what Alison Landsberg calls an "affective engagement"
with the past, tying the viewer to an event or person and fostering a sense of intimacy that does more than
transport the viewer back in time. Affect, she suggests, can also work to disorient the viewer, forcibly
pushing him or her out of the narrative and back into his or her own body. By analyzing these specific
popular history formats, Landsberg shows the unique way they provoke historical thinking and produce
historical knowledge, prompting a reconsideration of what constitutes history and an understanding of how
history works in the contemporary mediated public sphere.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of
Historical Knowledge.

Jerry Gunnell:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Engaging the Past: Mass Culture
and the Production of Historical Knowledge book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Linda Griffin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical
Knowledge why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Iona Calhoun:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the
Production of Historical Knowledge was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical Knowledge has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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