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During most of the eleven months between D-day and V–E day in Europe, the U.S. Army was carrying on
highly successful offensive operations. As a consequence, the American soldier was buoyed with success,
imbued with the idea that his enemy could not strike him a really heavy counterblow, and sustained by the
conviction that the war was nearly won. Then, unbelievably, and under the goad of Hitler's fanaticism, the
German Army launched its powerful counteroffensive in the Ardennes in December 1944 with the design of
knifing through the Allied armies and forcing a negotiated peace. The mettle of the American soldier was
tested in the fires of adversity and the quality of his response earned for him the right to stand shoulder to
shoulder with his forebears of Valley Forge, Fredericksburg, and the Marne. This is the story of how the
Germans planned and executed their offensive. It is the story of how the high command, American and
British, reacted to defeat the German plan once the reality of a German offensive was accepted. But most of
all it is the story of the American fighting man and the manner in which he fought a myriad of small
defensive battles until the torrent of the German attack was slowed and diverted, its force dissipated and
finally spent. It is the story of squads, platoons, companies, and even conglomerate scratch groups that
fought with courage, with fortitude, with sheer obstinacy, often without information or communications or
the knowledge of the whereabouts of friends. In less than a fortnight the enemy was stopped and the
Americans were preparing to resume the offensive. While Bastogne has become the symbol of this obstinate,
gallant, and successful defense, this work appropriately emphasizes the crucial significance of early
American success in containing the attack by holding firmly on its northern and southern shoulders and by
upsetting the enemy timetable at St. Vith and a dozen lesser known but important and decisive battlefields.
The hard fighting that preceded the Battle of the Bulge has been recounted in two volumes, The Siegfried
Line Campaign, and Dr. Cole's own earlier work, The Lorraine Campaign. Events after it will be related in
The Last Offensive, now in preparation. Two other volumes in this subseries, The Supreme Command and
Logistical Support of the Armies, Volume II, are useful supplements to the Ardennes volume. This volume
deals with the crucial period of the campaign conducted in the Belgian Ardennes and Luxembourg, generally
known as the Battle of the Bulge. Although the German planning described herein antedates the opening gun
by several weeks, the story of the combat operations begins on 16 December 1944. By 3 January 1945 the
German counteroffensive was at an end, and on that date the Allies commenced an attack that would take
them across the Rhine and into Germany. The last phase of operations in the Ardennes, therefore, is properly
part and parcel of the final Allied offensive in Europe, and so the course of battle beginning on 3 January
1945 is described in another and final volume of this subseries. The problem of the level of treatment is
always difficult in the organization and writing of the general staff type of history, which is the design of this
volume. In describing a war of movement, the solution usually has been to concentrate on tactical units
smaller than those normally treated when the war of position obtains.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Ardennes:: Battle of the Bulge (U.S. Army in World
War II). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book The Ardennes:: Battle of the Bulge (U.S. Army in World War II). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a
book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Patrick Spradlin:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Ardennes:: Battle of the Bulge (U.S. Army in World War II) book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
connected with The Ardennes:: Battle of the Bulge (U.S. Army in World War II) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Ardennes:: Battle of the Bulge (U.S. Army in
World War II) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jennie Groth:

You can find this The Ardennes:: Battle of the Bulge (U.S. Army in World War II) by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Larry Huff:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Ardennes:: Battle of the Bulge (U.S. Army in World War II) when you needed it?
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