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“Cruel, merciful; peace-loving, a fighter; despising Negroes and letting them fight and vote; protecting
slavery and freeing slaves.” Abraham Lincoln was, W. E. B. Du Bois declared, “big enough to be
inconsistent.” Big enough, indeed, for every generation to have its own Lincoln—unifier or emancipator,
egalitarian or racist. In an effort to reconcile these views, and to offer a more complex and nuanced account
of a figure so central to American history, this book focuses on the most controversial aspect of Lincoln’s
thought and politics—his attitudes and actions regarding slavery and race. Drawing attention to the
limitations of Lincoln’s judgment and policies without denying his magnitude, the book provides the most
comprehensive and even-handed account available of Lincoln’s contradictory treatment of black Americans
in matters of slavery in the South and basic civil rights in the North.

George Fredrickson shows how Lincoln’s antislavery convictions, however genuine and strong, were held in
check by an equally strong commitment to the rights of the states and the limitations of federal power. He
explores how Lincoln’s beliefs about racial equality in civil rights, stirred and strengthened by the African
American contribution to the northern war effort, were countered by his conservative constitutional
philosophy, which left this matter to the states. The Lincoln who emerges from these pages is far more
comprehensible and credible in his inconsistencies, and in the abiding beliefs and evolving principles from
which they arose. Deeply principled but nonetheless flawed, all-too-human yet undeniably heroic, he is a
Lincoln for all generations.
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From reader reviews:

Cathy Duran:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Big Enough to Be Inconsistent:
Abraham Lincoln Confronts Slavery and Race (The W. E. B. Du Bois Lectures) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Big Enough to Be Inconsistent: Abraham Lincoln Confronts Slavery and Race (The W. E. B.
Du Bois Lectures) become your own personal starter.

Lloyd North:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you is Big
Enough to Be Inconsistent: Abraham Lincoln Confronts Slavery and Race (The W. E. B. Du Bois Lectures)
this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of
you.

Mary Kidd:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Big Enough to Be Inconsistent: Abraham Lincoln
Confronts Slavery and Race (The W. E. B. Du Bois Lectures). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can
get many advantages.

Paul Lopez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You



can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Big Enough to Be Inconsistent: Abraham Lincoln Confronts Slavery and Race (The W.
E. B. Du Bois Lectures) when you desired it?
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