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Do you cringe when your opera-loving friends start raving about the latest production of Tristan? Do you
feel faint just thinking about the six-hour performance of Parsifal you were given tickets to? Does your mate
accuse you of having a Tannhäuser complex? If you're baffled by the behavior of Wagner worshipers, if
you've longed to fathom the mysteries of Wagner's ever-increasing popularity, or if you just want to better
understand and enjoy the performances you're attending, you'll find this delightful book indispensable.

William Berger is the most helpful guide one could hope to find for navigating the strange and beautiful
world of the most controversial artist who ever lived. He tells you all you need to know to become a true
Wagnerite--from story lines to historical background; from when to visit the rest room to how to sound smart
during intermission; from the Jewish legend that possibly inspired Lohengrin to the tragic death of the first
Tristan. Funny, informative, and always a pleasure to read, Wagner Without Fear proves that the art of
Wagner can be accessible to everyone.

Includes:
- The strange life of Richard Wagner--German patriot (and exile), friend (and enemy) of Liszt and Nietzsche
- Essential opera lore and "lobby talk"
- A scene-by-scene analysis of each opera
- What to listen for to get the most from the music
- Recommended recordings, films, and sound tracks
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Wagner Without Fear:
Learning to Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Wagner Without Fear: Learning to Love--and Even
Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Geniusis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Lois Cox:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wagner Without Fear: Learning
to Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Gloria Robey:

You will get this Wagner Without Fear: Learning to Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding
Genius by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Larisa Nagle:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Wagner Without Fear: Learning to Love--and
Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Wagner Without Fear: Learning to Love--and
Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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