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"Enough about me," goes the old saying, "what about you? What do you think about me?" Hence the pursuit
of attention is alive and well. Even the Oxford English Dictionary reveals a modern coinage to reflect the
chase in our technological age: "ego-surfing"--searching the Internet for occurrences of your own name.
What is the cause of this obsessive need for others' recognition? This useful and popular volume, now in a
second edition that features major new introductory and concluding essays, entertainingly ponders this
question. Derber argues that there is a general lack of social support in today's America, one which causes
people to vie hungrily for attention, and he shows how individuals will often employ numerous techniques to
turn the course of a conversation towards themselves. Illustrating this "conversational narcissism" with
sample dialogues that will seem disturbingly familiar to all readers, this book analyzes the pursuit of
attention in conversation--as well as in politics and celebrity culture--and demonstrates the ultimate
importance of gender, class, and racial differences in competing for attention. Derber shows how changes in
the economy and culture--such as the advent of the Internet--have intensified the rampant individualism and
egotism of today. And finally, in a new afterword, he focuses on solutions: how to restructure the economy
and culture to humanize ourselves and increase the capacity for community, empathy, and attention-giving.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Pursuit of Attention: Power and Ego in Everyday Life why because
the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Judith Bode:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is The Pursuit of Attention: Power and Ego in Everyday Life this
guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Patricia McGuire:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. That The Pursuit of Attention: Power and Ego in Everyday Life can
give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Pursuit of Attention:
Power and Ego in Everyday Life.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
The Pursuit of Attention: Power and Ego in Everyday Life we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Pursuit of
Attention: Power and Ego in Everyday Life. You can more desirable than now.
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