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How did the 'flat' characters of eighteenth-century children's literature become 'round' by the mid-nineteenth?
While previous critics have pointed to literary Romanticism for an explanation, Jackie C. Horne argues that
this shift can be better understood by looking to the discipline of history. Eighteenth-century humanism
believed the purpose of history was to teach private and public virtue by creating idealized readers to
emulate. Eighteenth-century children's literature, with its impossibly perfect protagonists (and its equally
imperfect villains) echoes history's exemplar goals. Exemplar history, however, came under increasing
pressure during the period, and the resulting changes in historiographical practice - an increased need for
reader engagement and the widening of history's purview to include the morals, manners, and material lives
of everyday people - find their mirror in changes in fiction for children. Horne situates hitherto neglected
Robinsonades, historical novels, and fictionalized histories within the cultural, social, and political contexts
of the period to trace the ways in which idealized characters gradually gave way to protagonists who fostered
readers' sympathetic engagement. Horne's study will be of interest to specialists in children's literature, the
history of education, and book history.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

This History and the Construction of the Child in Early British Children's Literature (Ashgate Studies in
Childhood 1700- The Present) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The explanation of this History and the Construction of the Child in Early British Children's Literature
(Ashgate Studies in Childhood 1700- The Present) can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this History and the Construction of the Child in
Early British Children's Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood 1700- The Present) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Pamela Brock:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually History and the Construction of the Child in Early British
Children's Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood 1700- The Present).

Charlotte Ramsey:

History and the Construction of the Child in Early British Children's Literature (Ashgate Studies in
Childhood 1700- The Present) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing History and the Construction of the Child in
Early British Children's Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood 1700- The Present) yet doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Geraldine Moreno:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This History and the Construction of the
Child in Early British Children's Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood 1700- The Present) is simple to
create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can



save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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