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Even childbirth is affected by globalization—and in India, as elsewhere, the trend is away from home births,
assisted by midwives, toward hospital births with increasing reliance on new technologies. And yet, as this
work of critical feminist ethnography clearly demonstrates, the global spread of biomedical models of
childbirth has not brought forth one monolithic form of "modern birth." Focusing on the birth experiences of
lower-class women in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu, Birth on the Threshold reveals the complex and
unique ways in which modernity emerges in local contexts.

Through vivid description and animated dialogue, this book conveys the birth stories of the women of Tamil
Nadu in their own voices, emphasizing their critiques of and aspirations for modern births today. In light of
these stories, author Cecilia Van Hollen explores larger questions about how the structures of colonialism
and postcolonial international and national development have helped to shape the form and meaning of birth
for Indian women today. Ultimately, her book poses the question: How is gender—especially
maternity—reconfigured as birth is transformed?
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in
South India.

Jane Riley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth
and Modernity in South India. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

William Moreau:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Birth on the Threshold:
Childbirth and Modernity in South India book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Marilyn Fox:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.
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