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In a lifetime of practice, most physicians will never encounter a single case of PKU. Yet every physician in
the industrialized world learns about the disease in medical school and, since the early 1960s, the newborn
heel stick test for PKU has been mandatory in many countries. Diane B. Paul and Jeffrey P. Brosco’s
beautifully written book explains this paradox.

PKU (phenylketonuria) is a genetic disorder that causes severe cognitive impairment if it is not detected and
treated with a strict and difficult diet. Programs to detect PKU and start treatment early are deservedly
considered a public health success story. Some have traded on this success to urge expanded newborn
screening, defend basic research in genetics, and confront proponents of genetic determinism. In this context,
treatment for PKU is typically represented as a simple matter of adhering to a low-phenylalanine diet. In
reality, the challenges of living with PKU are daunting.

In this first general history of PKU, a historian and a pediatrician explore how a rare genetic disease became
the object of an unprecedented system for routine testing. The PKU Paradox is informed by interviews with
scientists, clinicians, policymakers, and individuals who live with the disease. The questions it raises touch
on ongoing controversies about newborn screening and what happens to blood samples collected at birth.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jager:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The PKU Paradox: A Short History of a Genetic Disease (Johns Hopkins
Biographies of Disease). Try to stumble through book The PKU Paradox: A Short History of a Genetic
Disease (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) as your good friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Douglas Dossett:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The PKU Paradox: A
Short History of a Genetic Disease (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Stephanie Bush:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The PKU Paradox: A Short History of a Genetic
Disease (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Douglas Johnson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide The PKU Paradox: A Short History of a Genetic Disease (Johns Hopkins
Biographies of Disease) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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