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Explaining Criminal Careers presents a simple but influential theory of crime, conviction and reconviction.
The assumptions of the theory are derived directly from a detailed analysis of cohort samples extracted from
the Home Office Offenders Index - a unique database which contains records of all criminal (standard list)
convictions in England and Wales since 1963. In particular, the theory explains the well-known Age/Crime
curve.

Based on the idea that there are only three types of offenders, who commit crimes at either high or low
(constant) rates and have either a high or low (constant) risk of reoffending, this simple theory makes exact
quantitative predictions about criminal careers and age-crime curves. Purely from the birth-rate over the
second part of the 20th century, the theory accurately predicts (to within 2%) the prison population
contingent on a given sentencing policy. The theory also suggests that increasing the probability of
conviction after each offence is the most effective way of reducing crime, although there is a role for
treatment programmes for some offenders. The authors indicate that crime is influenced by the operation of
the Criminal Justice System and that offenders do not 'grow out' of crime as commonly supposed; they are
persuaded to stop or decide to stop after (repeated) convictions, with a certain fraction of offenders desisting
after each conviction. Simply imprisoning offenders will not reduce crime either by individual deterrence or
by incapacitation.

With comprehensive explanations of the formulae used and complete mathematical appendices allowing for
individual interpretations and further development of the theory, Explaining Criminal Careers represents an
innovative and meticulous investigation into criminal activity and the influences behind it. With clear policy
implications and a wealth of original and significant discussions, this book marks a ground-breaking chapter
in the criminological debate surrounding criminal careers.
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

Here thing why this particular Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon
Studies in Criminology) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Explaining Criminal Careers:
Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Explaining Criminal
Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Explaining Criminal Careers:
Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) in e-book can be your alternative.

Michael Mantz:

The e-book with title Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in
Criminology) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read
this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind
of book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Anita Burns:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Explaining
Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) which is finding the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Rex Vogler:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top list in
your reading list is usually Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies
in Criminology). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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